
NASHVILLE UMC 
  Offering Better Life Through Christ 

 Connecting Point - February 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Love Letter to Nashville UMC 
It's the love month.  When I was a little girl, I loved Valentine's 
Day.  The picking out cards, picking who in my class received each 
Valentine, and receiving Valentines from my classmates was a 
highlight of mine.  Receiving a Valentine from another, that may not 
talk to me much, meant the world to me.  I felt important. 

First Corinthians is a well known Scripture showing us how love 
should look; patient, kind, keeping no record of wrongs...  This is the 
love we are to have for all of God's people, and we are all God's people.   

I write this as my Valentine to all of you.  There are many of you, I have 
not yet met or had time to visit with, but I still love each and every one 
of you. 

From the time we arrived in Nashville I have felt embraced and loved 
by all of you.  Our church amazes me!  Your love and service to others 
has left me in awe.  This church is truly the hands and feet of Christ. 

I treasure you in my heart. 

This is my Valentine to you.  And I look forward to many more dinners, 
services and visits. 

Thank you for all of your love and presence in our lives. 

Happy Valentines Day 

In Christ’s Love, 

Amy Dodson 



 

Children & Youth Handbell Choir: We have begun a handbell choir for students in 2nd-
8th grades. Practice is on the 2nd & 4th Sundays from 4-5pm. If interested in learning 
more, please contact Eve Dickson at edickson415@gmail.com or 252-885-1070. 

Pathfinders Winter Retreat: Our Pathfinders are excited about their Winter Retreat at 
Massanutten Resort on Feb. 14-17. The theme this year is “Rooted” based on 
Colossians 2:6-7. We’ll dive into what it means to be rooted in Christ and why that’s 
important. Please be in prayer for our safety (and snow!) and that these youth and 
leaders will grow closer to Christ and each other. 

Updates: Receive weekly updates for all children and youth events by contacting 
nichole@nashvilleumc.net (King’s Kids) or kaitlyn@nashvilleumc.net (Youth PAC & 
Pathfinders). Visit the children and youth pages at www.NashvilleUMC.net to learn more 
about these ministries. 

Sunday School: Build lasting friendships and explore and learn strong Biblical  
teachings in Sunday School. High School meets in the Basement, Middle School meets 
upstairs in A201, and Children meet in the classrooms behind Braswell Hall at 10am. 

Kidz Konnect 4 Jesus are still accepting donations to adopt children of the 6 families 
from Nashville UMC traveling to Belize to work with KK4J and the family impact mission. 
They will be spreading the Gospel, showing life skills, Bible Studies, and other activities 
to strengthen the families in Belize. You can support these families through the ongoing 
“Adoption Fundraiser.” Information can be found in the Gathering Area or contact Bill 
Lumpp at bill.lumpp@gmail.com or 252-908-5300. 

February Schedule: King’s Kids and Youth Pac will not meet on Feb. 2, 16, or 23. 
Pathfinders will have their Super Bowl Party on Feb. 2. Be watching your email updates 
for details. We will be at Winter Retreat from, Feb 15-17. We invite everyone to attend 
our Shrove Sunday activities with your family on the 23rd.  

 

 



 

If you missed our Shrove Sunday celebration last year, then you missed a high-
energy, spirit-filled evening of fun and fellowship. From pancakes and bacon, to 
King’s Cakes, to games for the children and youth, the church body came 
together to share a meal and begin preparing our hearts for the upcoming Lenten 
season. The night was filled with laughter and joy, culminating with the 
congregating marching together to a jazzy rendition of “When the Saints Go 
Marching In” as we made our way from Braswell Hall to the sanctuary for a lesson 
from Pastor Luke. 

In what was a Methodist take on Mardi Gras, we kicked off ‘Shrovetide’ by 
decorating Braswell Hall with the golds, greens, and purples that historically 
symbolize the celebration. Gold representing God’s power, green representing 
faith, and purple representing justice. Shrovetide, celebrated by Christians 
worldwide, is the three-day period immediately preceding Ash Wednesday. It 
derives its name from the word “shrive,” which means “to confess.” In the middle 
ages, it became customary to confess one’s sins before Lent began in order to 
enter into the holy season with a repentant heart. 

In the same spirit, we handed out colorful foil masks of gold, green, and purple. 
For the Believer, masks worn during Shrovetide and Mardi Gras symbolize the 
veil of sin covering our faces. They represent things we hide behind in life that 
keep us from experiencing God in His fullness. Then, as we removed the masks 
in the sanctuary, we confessed the areas of our lives where we needed God to 
search, test, and redeem during Lent. 

“Search me, God, and know my heart;  
test me and know my anxious thoughts.  
See if there is any offensive way in me,  

and lead me in the way everlasting.”  
Psalm 139:23-24 

We hope you will consider joining us Sunday, February 23, at 5:30pm for an 
evening of food, fellowship, and faithful reflection. Then join us again on February 
26 for our Ash Wednesday Service, where we’ll enter into the Lenten Season 
together. If Shrovetide, Ash Wednesday, and Lent are new to you, come and 
learn more about the history of these traditions and how they can serve to 
strengthen your walk with the Lord. 

In His love and grace, 
Dr. Nichole Huff (nichole@nashvilleumc.net) 
Director of Children & Family Ministries 

 



 

“The king will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers 
and sisters of mine, you did for me.’’:  -  Matthew 25:40  

One Day with God camps began with a vision of one day 
inside prison walls where parent and child could reconcile 
with one another and spend time together with God-anointed 
mentors working beside them. The day includes games, 
crafts, lunch, music, clowns, an illusionist, face painting, and 
a parent-and-child quiet time. It is a divinely appointed time 
for both child and inmate to find forgiveness and 
reconciliation through experiencing the love of God. If one 
child could have a Christ-centered Mom or Dad return home 
from prison, there would be a joyous change in that home 
forever, and it could change the path that child takes in life. 

Reconciling inmates with their families and with God is the most promising way to bring 
about change from within. Surrounding inmates and their families with unconditional love 
from a supportive Christian community, at the camps and in the follow-up programs, can 
truly make a difference…that to some would seem impossible. Forgiveness makes this 
reconciliation possible. 

NUMC will be the host church for the upcoming One 
Day with God camp at Nash Correction on Saturday, 
Feb. 29. This program is very unique because it 
offers the opportunity for almost everyone to serve. 
Volunteers are needed in many areas ranging from 
helping with the Caregivers program, face painting for 
the children at the church, going inside the prison as 
a child mentor, serving lunch and snacks, crafts, 
staffing the prayer room, providing music, or being a 
floater to help where needed during the day. No 

matter where you are assigned to serve, you are sure to be blessed. 

In order to volunteer, you will need to complete an application for Forgiven Ministry. 
Applications are available in the gathering area and online. You may email, fax, or mail 
your completed applications directly to Forgiven Ministry, or you may complete your 
application online at FORGIVENMINISTRY.ORG. 

If you are unable to volunteer for the camp that day, please prayerfully consider a  
tax-deductible donation to Forgiven Ministry to support the cost of these wonderful camps. 
You can give directly on Forgiven Ministry’s website, where you can also learn more about 
this powerful ministry. 

If you have any questions, contact our coordinator, Elaine Beal, at 252-904-4440 or 
ebeal1991@yahoo.com. Thank you in advance for your prayers and support. 

mailto:ebeal1991@yahoo.com


This year marks our 22nd year of hosting a 
child through the American Belarusian Relief 
Organization (ABRO). We first listened to a 
ministry moment 22 years ago that touched 
our hearts. I jokingly told everyone that Scott 
had ordered me a child. When the morning 
came when we would meet our precious 
blonde haired daughter, my whole family had 
gotten excited. Yuliya Naumenko arrived here 
at church along with many other children that 
hot summer morning.  

At first glance I knew which girl was ours. She had long blonde hair and looked 
similar to my own children and their cousins. She was instantly part of our family! 
Since that year we have hosted her many times, along with two other girls from 
Mogilev, Belarus. One of those girls is Yulie’s niece Polina, whom we have loved 
for the past four summers. She has a little brother almost 5 years old that wants to 
come see GIGI, too! Six weeks in a loving home can give a child hope for the 
future, and the example you provide may be the only time they will ever see the 
lifestyle of a Christian family. 

Although the Chernobyl Nuclear plant explosion occurred in 1986, there is still a 
great need for these children to have a time away from the contaminated area 
where they live. The radiation still present in Belarus leads to a higher occurrence 
of cancer, birth defects, and a weakened immune system. The 6 weeks of rest and 
sanctuary in a radiation free environments is crucial for boosting these children’s 
immune systems by providing clean food, offering medical evaluation, and 
treatment as needed.  

The children we have hosted have experienced the benefits of being in a radiation 
free environment, but have also learned to swim here, tasted food they had only 
heard about, but most important they heard about Jesus Christ for the first time! My 
three girls want to come to church at NUMC as soon as the first Sunday arrives. 
We are so thankful that our church joyfully welcomes these three girls along with 
others and their chaperones each summer. 

There is still a need for more host families. If you would like to learn more about 
ABRO and why I love this organization and the work they are doing for children, 
you can contact Mary Lou at marylbraswell@gmail.com! 

Love in Christ,  
Mary Lou Braswell 

Mary Lou and Polina,  
her sponsored child from Belaruse. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cancer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Birth_defects


 

“Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first-fruits of all your crops;  
then your barns will be filled to overflowing and your vats will brim over with new wine.”  

Proverbs 3:9-10 

Faithfulness in stewardship is not about subjection and guilt. It really is not even about 
the church. Stewardship is about our relationship with God. A loving Heavenly Father 
has lavished His love, grace, salvation, and generosity upon us. We are created in His 
image, and therefore we are to be loving and generous, too.  

Our hearts soar when we are a part of feeding the hungry or comforting the sick. The 
Lord has created a good and generous heart in us through Christ. Faithfulness in 
stewardship is our way of thanking God for all He has done for us, especially our 
salvation. We express generosity and thanks to Him through prayers, gifts, service, 
attendance, and witness. When we give, attend worship, become a servant, pray, and 
tell others about Him, we are giving from our heart to God’s heart. We are pouring out 
of our lives into the life and purposes of God! We are generous children giving to a 
generous loving Abba, Father. 

Giving is an act of worship and many give during worship on Sunday morning. As 
technology advances, may people no longer carry currency or checks and prefer to 
give electronically. NUMC offers giving through Paypal, and receives about 98% of 
your donation when you give through our website (NASHVILLEUMC.NET/GIVE). Many 
people prefer to have regular gifts automatically drafted from their account. Most banks 
now offer a digital banking service that lets you give automatically from your account—
often at no extra cost. When you provide your bank with NUMC’s mailing address and 
the recurring amount you’d like to give, they can issue a paper check using funds 
drawn from your checking or other eligible bank account and mail it for you. If you 
would like more information on setting up an automatic gift, contact your bank or the 
church office for more information.  

Revelation 4:11 teaches that we were created at the pleasure of God. Our purpose is to 
serve Him, love Him, and give Him pleasure. When we are good stewards of all He has 
given us, God receives great pleasure because we become a reflection of His own 
generosity and an extension of His love. 



 
We are very excited to welcome Pat Taylor as our 
organist for the 11:00 Traditional Worship Service. 
After occasionally subbing since October, she is 
looking forward to getting to know everyone better 
while serving in this new position. 

Pat and her husband, Ron, have been married for 44 
years. Ron Is the organist and choir director at Elm 
City UMC. As retired educators, they have thousands 
of children, but none that live with them. They have 
an 11 year old Yorkie Poo, Gizmo, and a 19 year old 
kitty, Presto. Pat and Ron have known Pastor Scott 
and Amy since Pat taught with Amy for several years 
at Coopers Elementary. Ron was the organist in the first church where Scott served. 
Pat enjoys reading biographies and magazines, crocheting, knitting, and occasionally 
cooking.  

Pat is a member of The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International, a Society of Key 
Women Educators. The Society supports and promotes women in education and 
excellence in education. She has served in local and state leadership positions in the 
Society, including NC State President from 2013-2015. Pat also serves as choral 
director for an intellectually disadvantaged group of adults in Wilson called "The Hope 
Singers". The group performs for civic, church, and other community groups 
throughout the year. They are sponsored by The Arc of Wilson, NC.  

When you see Pat on Wednesday nights or Sunday mornings, please welcome her to 
the NUMC family! 

 



Our Costa Rica Mission team will be leaving for mission at Fuente de 
Gracia Methodist church on Feb. 5. The team includes: Reid and 
Wanda Hildreth, Dennis and Kay Coggins, Tommy and Susan Broom, 
Scott and Amy Dodson, Mary Lou Braswell, Samantha Henke, 
Chrisola Ham, Dot Binkley, Jason and Ashley Vinson, and George 

Beck (from Trinity UMC, Lexington NC).  Please pray for each missionary by name as 
we ask the Lord for safe travels and to bless their work and ministry in Costa Rica.  

New Member Class (formerly Methodism 101) will be offered on Feb. 3 at 6pm in the 
parlor. This is a great time for those interested in joining NUMC in membership to learn 
more about the church and our vision. 

Epic of Eden: We are offering 2 Epic of Eden studies in February. A Tuesday night 
class (6:30pm beginning Feb. 4) covers the Old Testament. A Monday night class 
(6:30pm beginning Feb. 10) on The Book of Isaiah digs deep into the prophecies of 
Jesus Christ. Both classes meet in B105. Books are available from Amazon.com and 
Seedbed.com. The study of Isaiah was updated recently. Be sure to get the 2019 
edition. If childcare is needed, contact the church office. 

Valentine’s Banquet: Valentine’s Day is for everyone! God’s love isn’t just for couples. 
There will be something for everyone: single, dating, or married. Join us on Saturday, 
Feb. 8 at 6pm. Childcare will be available and dinner will be provided for everyone. Sign 
up in the Gathering Area or online. Contact Eve (885-1070) with questions. 

Feb. 14 is National Organ Donor Day:  We’ve had a church member, Brian Lindquist, 
receive a heart and Scott Braswell is on the receiver list. If you haven’t registered to be a 
donor, now is a great time to do so. Registration is easy online at WWW.DONATELIFE.NET. 

The Senior Adult Ministry will meet on Tuesday, Feb. 18 at 12 noon in Cockrell Hall. It 
is a Bring Your Own Sandwich month. Reverend Chris Sorensen will provide the 
entertainment. Grab a sandwich, invite a friend, come early & stay late. This is a No 
Charge/No R.S.V.P event. See Ya there!   

Methodist Home for Children serves children whom God has entrusted to our care. On 
Feb. 16, your gifts will bless someone in need of merciful compassion and care. Pick up 
an offering envelope in the Gathering Area or visit MHFC.ORG/SUNDAY. 

Pork Chop Plate Sale: Our Methodist Men will be having their Annual Pork Chop Plate 
Sale on Friday, Feb. 21 from 11am-1pm. Tickets are $7 and can be purchased from any 
of our Methodist Men or at the church office. 

The Raising Godly Children Bible study is on hold until March 11. This has been a very 
well attended study and we look forward to seeing everyone (and new families) in March.  

Celebrate Life Banquet: Your Choice Resource Center will be hosting their annual 
banquet at Englewood Baptist Church on Feb. 27 at 7pm. This event generates 
significant support for their free, life-affirming services. NUMC will be hosting a table and 
if you’d like to attend, sign up in the Gathering Area or contact the church office. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

prayers 
Do you have a prayer request or 
want to pray for those in need? Join 
our Prayer Chain.  

Contact our office at 459-7178 or 
info@nashvilleumc.net to be added 
to the email or phone distribution list. 

Submit prayer requests to 252-459-
7178 or info@nashvilleumc.net. Join 
our Prayer Warriors on Tuesday 
mornings at 7am in the Parlor for 
Prayers with the Pastor. They pray 
for our community, country, and all 
prayer requests in the church. 

Nashville United Methodist Church 

@nashvilleUMCNC 

get connected 
Get schedules for Children, Youth, and Adults at our 
Information Centers located at both entrances. You will 
also find brochures on various ministry groups, Church 
Council Minutes, and more. 

Save a tree and postage costs by receiving your  
newsletter via email or view the newsletter anytime at 
www.NashvilleUMC.net. 

To schedule a church event, complete the church event 
form at WWW.NASHVILLEUMC.NET/RESOURCES and submit 
to info@nashvilleumc.net 



Do You Have an  
Upcoming Event? 

Schedule events using the Church 
Event Form in the workroom or 
online: NASHVILLEUMC.NET/RESOURCES. 

Additions to the bulletin should be 
sent to the church office by  
Mondays at noon. Newsletter dead-
line is the 10th.  

You can also find finance guide-
lines, bus reservation information, 
and more—all on the RESOURCES 
webpage. 

2020 YTD Average Attendance 

8:30 Contemporary Worship: 253 
11:00 Contemporary Worship: 104 

11:00 Traditional Worship: 86 
Sunday Night Youth Worship: 52 

Sunday Night Children’s Worship: 114 

Average of all Services: 567 

Includes special services and those on  

retreats & mission trips. 

2019 Final Numbers 
 

Revenue: $950,710 
Expenses:  $932,584 

Net:  $18,126 

Detailed Revenue & Expense Reports 
are available in the Work Room. 

  

Mission & Service Commitments 
Books highlighting the NC Conference shared 
missions that we support through our appor-

tionments are available in the 
 Information Centers and online at 

WWW.NASHVILLEUMC.NET/RESOURCES 

We continue to support Faith Christian Ministries 
through our food and communion offerings.  
The contributions help those in need in our  

community. If you would like more information 
about how you can be more involved with this out-

reach, contact Dana at info@nashvilleumc.net 

 

 

 

2 Graham & Pattie Mercer 

6 Robert & Betty Williams 

7 Tiffany & Trevor Delano 

14 Brian & Melissa Sykes 

19 Bobby & Linda Brannan 

26 Don & Pam Smith 

  2 Brendin Clark 

  3 Trevor Delano 

 Lynn Ward 

  4 Eddie Jones 

 Matt Reams 

 Wes Whitehead 

  7 Michelle Griffin 

  8 Jim Boehm 

  9 Pam Smith 

10 Lexa Broom 

 Sammy Lewis 

13 Tommy Broom 

 Caleb Lambert 

15 Graham Mercer 

 Andrew Stocks 

 Anna Kate Vinson 

 Luke Whitehead 

16 Maggie Carter 

 Janene Cochrane 

17 Pete Hancock 

 Doris Moore 

17 Caleb Walston 

18 Kaitlynn Mehus 

 Chris Shrock 

 Anna Whitehead 

19 Megan Driver 

 Nathan Kiger 

20 Anna Wilson 

21 Robbie Bobbitt 

22 Bill Boddie 

23 Kendall Cobb’ 

 Wanda Hildreth 

 Tommy Lambert 

 Barry Rehm 

 Samuel Smith 

24 Lila Hancock 

25 Steve Evans 

 Caleb Sykes 

26 Amy Elks 

27 Chelsea Spain 

28  Samantha McKeel  

 FAITH CHRISTIAN 
MINISTRIES 



Sunday 
 8:30am Contemporary Worship Service 

10:00am Sunday School 

11:00am Traditional Worship Service 

11:00am Contemporary Worship Service 

 2:00pm Cub Scouts : Bus Garage 

 4:00pm Children’s Handbell Practice 
 Bell Room (2nd & 4th Sunday only) 

 4:00pm Youth Band Practice : Basement 

 5:00pm Children & Youth  

 6:00pm Spirit-filled Small Group : Parlor 

Monday 
 7:00am WICK Emmaus : Hardee’s  

 6:30pm Epic of Eden Isaiah : B105 
 (begins on Feb. 10) 

 7:00pm Bells of Praise : Bell Room 

Tuesday 
 7:00am Prayers with the Pastor : Parlor 

 8:30am Men’s Bible Study : Bus Garage 

 6:00pm Pack Mtg : Cockrell Hall (3rd Tues.) 

 6:30pm Women’s Study : Library 
 (See Church Calendar for meeting dates) 

 6:30pm Epic of Eden : B105 

 7:00pm AA : Bus Garage 

 7:00pm Cub Scouts : C104 (weekly) 

 7:00pm NarAnon : Choir Room 

Wednesday 

 6:30pm Choir Practice : Choir Room 

 7:00pm Contemporary Band Practice  

 8:00pm NA : Bus Garage 

Thursday 
 3:15pm NES Mentoring : Cockrell Hall 

 7:00pm Disciple II : Library  

Friday 
 7:00pm River Church Bible Study 

Saturday 
10:00am La Estrella Ministry 
 4118 W Hwy 97, Stanhope 

  

Feb. 3 &  6 Compassion Café 
 11-1 : Bus Garage 

Feb. 3 New Members Class 
 6pm : Parlor 

Feb. 4 Epic of Eden Study Begins 
 6:30pm : B105 

Feb. 5 Missionaries leave for Costa Rica 

Feb. 8 Valentine’s Banquet 
 6pm : Braswell Hall 

Feb. 9 Methodist Men’s Breakfast 
 7:30am : Cockrell Hall 

Feb. 10 Epic of Eden Isaiah Study Begins 
 6:30pm : B105 

Feb. 11 Traditional Worship Meeting 
 6pm : Parlor 

Feb. 15-17 Pathfinder’s Winter Retreat 

Feb. 18 S.A.M, 12pm : Cockrell Hall 

Feb. 21 Pork Chop Plate Sale 
 11am-1pm : Collins St. Entrance 

Feb. 23 Shrove Sunday 
 5:30pm : Braswell Hall  

Feb. 26 Ash Wednesday Service 
 6:30pm : Sanctuary 

Feb. 27 One Day with God Training 
 6:30pm : Cockrell Hall 

Feb. 29 One Day with God Event 

Team Meetings 
Feb. 5 Administrative Chair Bkfst 
 6am : Oak Level Café 

Feb. 12 Trustees, 7pm : A205 

  Audit Team Meeting 
 6pm : B104 

Feb. 18 Weekday School Board 
 6pm : Chapel 

  Stephen Ministry, 6pm : B102 

 Finance Team, 7pm : Parlor  

 Feb. 22-23 Spirit & Truth Training  
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